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dangers of the international situation, dangers the preven-
tion of which does not depend on us alone. That is why
we cannot neglect, any more than the other Powers, to
raise the question of preserving in advance our rights and
interests, if events should demand that we defend them by
armed force.
Uncertainty as to the stability 'and longevity of Turkey
raises for us the historic question of the Straits, and a
weighing of their importance for us, both from a political
and an economic point of view. ... In case of a change
in the status quo, Russia cannot permit a solution of the
question counter to her interests; in other words, she can-
not, under certain circumstances, remain a passive spectator
of events. . . .
At present the question of safeguarding the Straits is
settled at bottom in a fairly satisfactory manner as regards
our direct interests. Turkey is a State neither too strong
nor too weak—unable to be a danger to us, but at the same
time obliged to give consideration to Russia, which is
stronger than she. The very weakness of the Ottoman
Empire, and its inability to regenerate itself on the basis
of law and civilization, have hitherto been to our advan-
tage, creating among the peoples subjected to the Crescent
that aspiration toward Orthodox Russia, which is one of
the fundamental bases of our international position in the
East and in Europe. . . .
Can we permit the transfer of the Straits into the full
possession of another State? To put the question, is to
answer it in the negative. The Straits in the possession
of'a strong State would mean that the economic develop-
ment of all South Russia would be subjected to it. ... He
who possesses the Straits will not only hold the keys
of the Black Sea and the Mediterranean; he will have
also the key to the penetration of Asia Minor and the
hegemony of the Balkans; consequently, the State which
replaces Turkey on the shores of the Straits will prob-
ably aspire to follow the paths followed formerly by the
Turks. . . ,

